linterviewl

Meet David & Carrie

releasing God’s people into God’s work

o
Grant

issue 2
summer / autumn.2005

- »

v

T
4 ..:'ﬁ‘";
in this issue

* Meet David & Carrie Grant

* Does God speak on the web?

* Rebuilding Sri Lanka

* Globalise your Home Group in Six Weeks
* What's on?

Ichristianvocationsl




yAllintervic

intervie

David & Carrie Grant

snap

=

SH
o

You will no doubt have recognised the faces on the front
cover - if you watch television that is. David and Carrie
Grant's most notable appearances have been on BBC1's
Fame Academy in their roles as vocal coaches to the
'wannabe' music artists. The Weakest Link viewers will also
have seen them once or twice on the celebrity shows.

They have worked with some of the biggest names in the
music business and God has used them in significant ways
over the years. Here they talk about their respective
career journeys, being a Christian in the world of
celebrity, and the pleasure of excelling at what God has

gifted them to do.

Age:

Favourite thing to
do?

What adjective best
describes you?

Favourite food?
Favourite movie?
Favourite place?

Most embarrassing
moment?

Favourite type of
music?

Favourite Bible verse?

If you could ask God
for one thing, what
would it be?

Who would you
most like to meet?

David Grant
48

Be with family and friends, watch
football (especially Liverpool FC)

Up

Japanese

The Godfather 2

Anywhere Carrie is.

Someone asking for my autograph
and then calling me by a
completely different name because
they thought | was someone else.
There are only two types of music,

good music and bad music. | like
good music of any genre.

Nothing can separate us from the
love of God.

A revolution in love.

Nelson Mandela

Age:

Favourite thing to do?
What adjective best
describes you?
Favourite food?
Favourite movie?
Favourite place?

Most embarrassing
moment?

Favourite type of
music?

Favourite Bible verse?

If you could ask God
for one thing, what
would it be?

Who would you most
like to meet?

Carrie Grant
39

Chill with those | love.
Reading and tapestry.

Truthful

West Indian

Cry Freedom

My bed

Smiling encouragingly and saying,
"Great," when someone told me
they were a world championship ice
skater. | later realised | had
misheard and she had said she was
the only surviving victim of Fred

West. | still cringe at this now.

All music as long as it's good quality.
Nothing can separate us from the
love of God.

An end to sin and all it's effects.

Jesus
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the —
bigger@ picture

What's your earliest memory of Your respective careers have obviously dovetailed
discovering your singing voice? beautifully. How did that come about?

When you realised all you wanted to do
was sing, did you face any conflicts
when you were younger in your choice
of career given the potential limitations
of making a living from it?

Have you given up singing altogether for the sake of
teaching others to use their singing voices?

A lot of Christians struggle with the whole concept
of celebrity. Now that you are recognised as artists
at the top of your field, what conflicts have you
faced in reconciling being a celebrity with being

a Christian?

Back in the 80s, you emerged into the pop scene as
a member of the band Linx and then as a solo
artist. How did your break into the music business
come about?

You've worked with some of the top names in the
music business, like Diana Ross, Take That, Victoria
Beckham and Fat Boy Slim. Although most of these
people are in one sense just your clients or
students, have you ever been totally star-struck by

Here's a question I'm sure many people will be any people you've worked with?

curious about: how did you two get together as

a couple?
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On a much more serious note, what You spend your working lives mentoring and

was it like coming face to face with nurturing the gifts of others. Are there people you

Anne Robinson on The Weakest Link? can look to for that kind of nurturing or people
who have had a profound influence on you?

What does it mean for you as a

« Christian to spend your days doing
what you believe God has designed
you for?

You clearly believe that you are doing what God has
called you to do for now. What advice would you
give to those who might be struggling with coming
to terms with God's call on their lives and are not
quite sure how to discover and use the gifts God
has given them?

You've just released a new book called "You Can

Sing'. What's that all about?

Do you think you can become good at something
even if there's no obvious gifting there?

How important do you think it is to discover what
you do best and then find a way of doing it?

lintervic christianvocations
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CV’s designate programme has developed well since it was
introduced over the internet in September last year. The
modular approach that the programme offers enables people
to access as much or as little as they need and has been used
by a wide variety of people. Some have simply wanted to
assess what skills and gifts they have to offer; others have been
thinking and praying about their life's course or considering a
change of direction or new role. The whole programme can be
done from the comfort of home and provides useful tools,
insights and advice. God really can speak on the web.

C d i

Let's hear from a few people who have
used designate...

'What was your primary purpose for registering
® for designate, and what would
® you like to see as a result?

66

discover and respond to God's specific
calling for this season of my life.'
From someone who's completed the programme...

Paul & Elizabeth who are engaged to be

married write:

'Seeing where our gifting within the church lies.
Considering a possible change of career, depending

on God's guidance.'
%9
‘ ‘ 'Having

had a successful secular career, | would like to move

on to work that is more Christian and pastoral in

focus. | would like an assessment of my gifts, my
potential contribution to the Christian world and
gentle pushing into directions that | have not yet

thought of.' ’ ’

Mary Mclntosh
'For

some time now | believe God has
been leading me into Christian
ministry work but | am still unsure as
to where | can best serve him. | have
put myself in a position where | can

now pursue God's leading but | am still unsure

as to which route | should be following. At the

moment all God is saying is 'wait' and 'trust me'
which is what | am doing, but | know | should be
making serious enquiries about what
opportunities are available to see if there are any
which would enable me to serve using the talents
and experience God has given me.'

€6

Christine Richardson
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Designate causes one
of our advisors to engage in some important
reflection...

"You mentioned 'wrapping your mind around'
the call and now having to unwrap it as it were.
| think there is a sense (and | don't say this
lightly, because I've experienced a lot of pain

and heartache at times as I've followed God) in
which the important thing IS to follow,
particularly when things don't turn out as we'd
anticipated. It seems to me that a lot of the
learning is in KNOWING God and God's voice
in things. It's about our formation and
development, and about the way in which our
relationship with God is stretched and expanded,
and enabled to be more than it would have been
without a certain period of testing.' ’ ’

€6

"Thank you for closing the
formal cycle of designate for us.
It has been a challenging and
inspirational time for us as we were
progressively and increasingly confronted to
respond to concise and transparent issues with
regard to guidance and direction.

It was a joy for me to meet a fellow listener;
The Bride of Christ does indeed have ears.

The distillation process of working on focussed
prayers, CVs, life purpose statements, spiritual
testaments etc. through designate, so as to deliver
at the interview stage proved inspirational.'
Bill & Margaret Saunders ’ ’

66

'l have enjoyed it and learned
more about myself and God. | 5

would say that it is an ideal tool for fairly new
Christians (as well as those with more experience
living the Christian life) to help them understand
themselves more in the light of God's call to them."

"The problem that | have experienced with face to
face interviews is that | always come away from them
thinking | could have said this or that as well as what
| did say. The message board gave time to reflect on
what the messages were actually saying, whilst still
being able to be fairly spontaneous.'

Robin Williams ’ ’
intervie 5
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rebuilding
Sri-Lanka

Mike Freeman is a long-time friend of CV
and has served on our advisors network.
Earlier this year, he went out to assist in
the post-Tsunami relief operation in Sri
Lanka, one of the areas worst hit by the
disaster. Here, he relates something of the
devastation he saw, but gives encouraging
news of what is being achieved by agencies
working together to rebuild the lives of
those who survived.
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In each session there is an
Christian Life and Global Mission is the latest opportunity to pray for the

home-group resource in the 'Christian Life ( wider world. Prayer

and..' series from London School of Theology ]~ information is included on
(formerly London Bible College). It follows \ the CD-ROM.

the proven, series-format of discussion, Bible : You can order your copy for
study and prayer material moved along by : £25 plus p+p from

video. LST have worked with Interserve, Interserve, CV, LST
partnered by Christian Vocations, to produce ZOQEShOP or wherever you
a home—grOt.Jp resource tha.t helps church lni‘:rs‘zrve: 020 7735 8227
members with no global mission awareness at CV: 0870 745 4825

all to take some crucial first steps. LST: 01923 456 000
Over six sessions, participants start to explore

ways to follow Jesus into God's mission in the

world, starting right where they are.

The video material (three hours over the six
sessions) includes contributions from George
Verwer, Elaine Storkey, Clive Calver, Paul
Lindsay, Jenny Brown, Derek Tidball, Ram
Goodimal, Michael Green and others.

Christian Life & Global Mission has six sessions.

Session | What Is Mission? - clearing the confusion
Session 2 When Is Mission?- living with a purpose
Session 3 How Is Mission? - crossing the barriers

Session 4 Where Is Mission?- an unequal and interconnected world
Session 5 When It Gets Tough - motivation for mission
Session 6 Getting Started In Mission

The newest edition of missionmatters is
available from CV. In addition to the wealth
of information about current overseas
opportunities, special features include:

* getting equipped for mission

* 2Ist century church-planting in Europe
* living a mission lifestyle

* a Bible in every language

Get your FREE copy now.
Bulk orders are also available for
church groups.
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the team gets
more international

The team at CV already has quite an
international feel to it. Bev, our
Office Administrator, is American;
Franco, our Graphic designer, is
Italian (but with a Wolverhampton
accent); and Jo adds to the mix with
her Northern Irish accent (though N.
Ireland is hardly international!).

For seven weeks in July & June we've
had a student working with us in the
office. Alexandra Delgado is on an
exchange programme studying at
Wolverhampton University as part of
her course in Applied Foreign
Languages and Business. She is
Portuguese but has been living in
France more recently. It has been a
delight having Alex as part of the
team and her help has been much
appreciated during what is
undoubtedly our busiest season of
the year.

Do you want to help

CV online

Over the past year we've been making some changes to our website, both to
its look and its content. Just in time for the summer events, the home page
will have a completely new look. Over the following months we'll be adding
new features which will include making some of our publications available as
downloads. One significant change will be the creation of an on-line system for
our dovetail programme which connects churches with the leaders they seek.
Check us out at www.christianvocations.org and make sure you tell others
about us too!

events

It's that time of year again - the summer event season. It's all hands on deck at the CV
office as we make preparation for a very busy time. If you happen to be at the Keswick
Convention, New Horizon in N. Ireland or New Wine in Shepton Mallet, do make a
point of coming to see us. At Keswick and New Horizon we'll be putting on the
'Stretch Your Faith' interactive exhibition with the addition of an internet café at
Keswick which will be sponsored by CV. This year, we'll have a much bigger focus on
FAIRTRADE products and we'll be encouraging guests to take action on ethical
consumerism in their local communities. Pray for these events, that God will challenge
many people to get connected with God's mission.

Keswick Convention:
New Horizon:

New Wine:

FAIRTRADE

the ministry of CV

If you have been encouraged by what you've read in this edition of interview and want to help us unwrap the potential of Christians all
over the UK, why not think about a donation to our work, however small it might be. Details on how to help are below:

name

address

post code

signature

date

Thank you to those who continue to give
sacrificially to our work.

| / we would like to make a gift to CV and enclose.
please circle

£10 £25 £50 £100 £

| / we are UK taxpayers and would like this gift to be
‘Gift Aided’. yes / no

| / we would like any subsequent gifts to be ‘Gift Aided’
until | notify you otherwise. yes / no

Christian Vocations, St James House, Trinity Road,
Dudley, West Midlands, DY1 1JB

t: 0870 745 4825

e: info@christianvocations.org

w: www.christianvocations.org



